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 THE RISE OF STREETSCAPING – DIY ‘KERB APPEAL’ TREND

Rather than turning your house (and bank account) upside down with a major renovation, it may be time to join the latest trend – Streetscaping.   

It’s the buzzword for the revived passion of spruced-up front yards.  Cost-friendly makeovers that deliver an immediate impression to the outside world.

The latest issue of DIY bible HANDYMAN explains the techniques and targets to deliver the most effective improvements to the image of your home, without blowing the budget.

From buying a new front door, to having an impressive letterbox and house number, adding value to your home doesn’t need to involve knocking down walls or building new rooms.

It can actually be as simple as fixing the fence and hiding the wheelie bins.  Find out what matters most.



            GARDEN TRENDS FOR 2012

It seems purple is the New Black, especially when it comes to carrots and other vegetables being grown in Aussie backyards.   A new guide reveals the garden trends for 2012, to ensure your food is not only delicious, but your tastes are on the cutting edge as well.

The guide – in the latest HANDYMAN magazine – heralds the return of the radish, the rise of the purple haze in the garden (including carrots), and flowers you can eat.

Other trends including growing food from kits, raising your own ‘healing’ plants, right through to DIY cocktail garnishes, designer tools (that no self respecting digger would be seen without), and even outdoor rugs.





     THE DIY SAFETY GUIDE

Research shows that DIY can be dangerous, with 67-percent of injuries happening during general home maintenance and 20-percent while gardening.    But how many of us don goggles, earmuffs or breathing masks before firing up the power tools?
A special safety guide in leading DIY publication HANDYMAN looks at the things we should be doing –and wearing - to protect our health.  Whether we’re in the workshop or climbing a ladder.

The guide explains the dangers you need to protect yourself from and the gear that will keep you safe. Along with the importance of keeping the workshop tidy, ensuring ventilation, covering your hands and feet, and using the safety guards on cutters and grinders. 

·  For interviews contact HANDYMAN editor, Natasha Dickins, on 02-9018 6203 or natasha_dickins@readersdigest.com 

