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Today, it’s difficult to define the fair dinkum 
Aussie – our population is made up of 

citizens who claim ancestry from 300 nations.

hey, true blue 

Story by Ken eaStwood  
PhotograPhy by ralPh alPhonSo, Michael aMendolia,  

Sarah rhodeS and dean Saffron
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the good life. Robert Virgona, at left, and John 
Havilah enjoy the early morning surf at Noosa 
Heads on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. The 
south-east of the state has attracted retirees from 
the rest of the nation for decades, for its climate, 
beaches and more affordable real estate. 

nooSA HeADS, QLD
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 G IANT MELALEUCAS provide 
shady respite from a sun as 
hot as a fiery vindaloo. Heat 
radiates from the blazing foot-

path as women in saris and well-dressed 
Punjabi men in coloured long-sleeved 
shirts wander into bazaars and past win-
dows of Bollywood DVDs. Restaurant 
after restaurant offers spicy curries, dahl 
and Indian sweets; and beauty parlours, 
where intricate mehndi (henna) designs 
are painted, are wedged between offices 
offering immigration visa help. 

The strong cultural identity of 
Wigram Street in Harris Park, 23km 
west of Sydney’s CBD, isn’t unusual – 
there are countless well-defined niches 
of ethnicity around the country –Italian, 
Greek, Vietnamese, Chinese, Cambodian 
and Sudanese. What distinguishes this 
spot is the speed at which it has become 
an Indian enclave. Fifteen years ago, less 
than 16 per cent of the suburb’s people 
were born in India. Then Old Father 
Time blinked twice and now 76 per 
cent of Harris Park’s residents were born 
overseas, 43 per cent in India. Indians 
also make up the fastest-growing group 
of immigrants nationwide.

In some ways, Harris Park’s tale is 
the story of Australian immigration in 
miniature. The area around it and Par-
ramatta was the cradle of colonisation, 
where our first wheat crop was harvested, 
Spanish merinos first grazed, our first 
country road terminated and our first 
public brewery was built. British settlers 
displaced the Burramattagal people who 
had been here for 50,000 years or so, and 
cleared the bush, planting the now gigan-
tic oaks and plum pines. 

After an era dominated by the plough 
and wool, Harris Park’s orderly streets 
and cottages began to take over. In the 
mid-20th century, a growing Greek and 
Lebanese community settled near the 
swelling commercial hub of Parramatta 
and in 1978, the most distinctive build-
ing in the area, Our Lady of Lebanon 
Maronite Catholic Church, stretched 
its dome in supplication towards the sky.

Three decades on, a former church 
turned Aussie pie factory has become a 
Hindu temple where 2000 people come 
to make one of the largest vegetarian food 
offerings in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Naan and rice have replaced Sunblest 
white as staple tucker Continued page 70
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In this retirement haven, 35 per cent of the residents are 
over the age of 55 – 10 per cent above the national aver-
age.
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Family practice. Dr Ray Lovett and son Oliver 
at their home in the inner Canberra suburb 
of O’Connor. Ray, a research fellow at the 
Australian Institute for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS), was 
brought up near Wilcannia. Australians of 
mixed heritage, such as Ray, are increasingly 
acknowledging their Aboriginal roots with 
pride, while their  communities relegate the 
horrors of the Stolen Generations to history.

 o’connor, AcT
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the evolution of  
multicultural australia
Since the first census in 1911, the cultural fabric of Australia has diversified 
to include migrants and religious beliefs from every corner of the world. 
These charts  use census data to map the changes over the past 100 years.
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Where do immigrants to Australia live? 
The 2011 census data show us that Sydney 
and Melbourne are home to the largest 
number of immigrants, who have an  
overall tendency to gravitate towards 
urban centres over regional areas.

After english, which are 
the most widely spoken 
languages in Australia?
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The Australian census takes place every five 
years and is the largest information-gather-
ing event in the country. Data are collected 
across a variety of socio-economic indicators, 
allowing us to paint a detailed picture of the 
Australian population and its characteristics. 
Here’s some of what the 2011 census told us.
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and Wigram Street has been magically 
transformed by the rich aroma of spices, 
sprinkled like fairy dust. 

“You feel like it’s a part of India,” 
says Dinesh Pandya, who is a volunteer 
at the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir 
temple, and became an Australian resi-
dent in 1994. “In the past 12 years, a lot of 
people have come here from India. They 
feel like they’re in a bit of a comfort zone 
in the area because of the larger Indian 
community here.”

Indian-born residents of Australia 
have increased fourfold in the past 15 
years, by 200,000 since 2001. The next 
fastest-growing group is those born in 

China, increasing by 175,000 (a three-
fold rise). The increases in people born 
in these two countries have been so  
significant that they now both appear in 
the list of the top five countries of over-
seas-born Australians, alongside those 
from the UK, New Zealand and Italy.

Nitin Setia and his wife Vandana own 
and run Ginger, one of a golden necklace 
of Indian restaurants on Wigram Street. 
He arrived in Australia six years ago 
after a friend told him he’d have a better 
work-life balance here. “Being a chartered 
accountant in India you work 12 hours a 
day – sometimes 14 – six days a week,” 
he says. Now, working just seven hours 

a day or so, Nitin runs two restaurants 
and has time to volunteer with Meals on 
Wheels. “I had a dream from childhood 
to have a restaurant,” he says. “I value that 
here, irrespective of your economic status 
or gender, you are equal.”

 PERHAPS THIS peaceful country “girt 
by sea” and discovered by the wider 
world relatively late in human his-

tory, was destined to have a mix of people 
populate its shores. As of 30 June 2012, 
Australia was home to 22.7 million people 
and the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) predicts the number could reach 
48.3 million by 2061, up to 70.1 million 

in 2100. One-quarter of them were born 
in another country, and half of us have at 
least one parent born elsewhere. 

Since 1976, our population has mainly 
increased through immigration rather 
than the birthrate. In world terms, our 
net migration rate, of about six new 
migrants per 1000 people, hovers at 
about 15th in the world, roughly the same 
as Canada’s. 

The largest group of Australians born 
overseas is from the United Kingdom, 
and they make up 5 per cent of our popu-
lation (1.17 million people). On top of 
that, some 36 per cent of Australians 
claim English ancestry, 10 per cent M
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Indians are the fastest-growing immigrant 
group – doubling in size since 2006 –  and 

Harris Park is rightfully named “Little India”.
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saturday buzz. Wigram Street is 
Harris Park’s fairy-lit restaurant 
strip, located across the railway 
tracks from Parramatta’s main 
thoroughfares. The street also 

features Indian grocers, sari 
retailers and is a lively mecca 

for families on Friday nights and 
across the weekend. 

tell us why ‘you’re not the average 
aussie’ on twitter and instagram

the census tells us that 
the average Australian is 
a 37-year-old female sales 
assistant of UK ancestry, 
born here and with both 
parents born here, living 
with a husband and two 
children – but it also tells 

us there is no one person 
who fits this bill.
 So join us on Thursday 
3 July for a national con-
versation about who we 
really are. Use the hashtag 
#nottheaverageaussie 
on Twitter or Instagram,  

to tell us about your  
heritage. You can also 
send us email or snail  
mail to include in the  
next issue: editorial@ 
ausgeo.com.au / AG,  
GPO Box 4088, Sydney, 
NSW 2001.

twitter: @ausgeo   instagram: @australiangeographic
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claim Scottish and 10 per cent Irish. 
The second-largest group of those born 
overseas is Kiwis, with 650,000 New 
Zealand-born people living here. 

But Australians come from pretty 
much every country on the planet and 
more than 300 ancestries were identi-
fied in the 2011 census, from highly  
represented countries such as Germany 
and the Netherlands, to the 89 people 
who were born in South America’s 
Republic of Suriname. One of the fastest-
growing groups was people born in Nepal 
– in 2011 there were 24,600, represent-
ing a 10-fold increase in 10 years. Other 
countries providing increasing numbers 
of immigrants include the African nations 
of Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Sudan.

Glance at most major cities, and 
our “multicultural” society – as it was  
controversially dubbed by then immi-
gration minister Al Grassby in 1973 
– will be apparent. Four out of five  
overseas-born people live in capital cities,  
Sydney, Melbourne and Perth in particu-
lar. Melbourne suburbs such as Clayton 
and Springvale have concentrations – 
almost one-quarter of Springvale’s resi-
dents were born in Vietnam.

Pockets go against this trend. Hobart, 
for example, is one of the least cultur-
ally diverse places in Australia, with less 
than 14 per cent of residents born over-
seas and suburbs such as Gagebrook and 
 Herdsmans Cove are extreme examples 
(both 2 per cent). 

Our farming practices, foodstuffs, 
festivals and religious buildings have 
been moulded and shaped by the rich 
influx of influences – including those 
from 529,000 Buddhists, 476,000 Mus-
lims, 275,500 Hindus, 97,000 Jews and  
13 million Christians. In northern NSW 
and Queensland, Sikh temples stand 
proudly among banana plantations; in 
western NSW and Milawa in Victo-
ria, Italian heritage is displayed just as 
proudly as the German heritage of South 
Australia’s Barossa Valley and Moonta’s 
(SA) Cornish roots. In Stanthorpe, 
Queensland, you can glimpse Sicilian 
gardens, complete with cultivated prickly 
pear, behind stone walls. On the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands – home to one of the 

densest concentrations of Muslims – 
Cocos Malays kneel on coral beaches to 
pray to Allah; and in the cultural cauldron 
of Coober Pedy, the Orthodox Serbian 
Church is buried in the country’s core. 

Rural hubs such as Mildura in Vic-
toria, Katanning in Western Australia 
and Darwin in the Northern  Territory 
wear multiple flags like badges of hon-
our to display the nationalities of their 
residents. And in the heart of the red-
dirt country, Alice Springs, alongside 
its vibrant Aboriginal cultures, and 
proud fourth-generation white Auss-
ies, has a growing community of about  
2000 Filipinos.

Miguel Ociones, president of the 
Mabuhay Multicultural Association, 
which organises Alice’s annual Filipino 
Independence Day each June, came 
to Australia 24 years ago from Manila,  
sponsored by his extended family. “We 
have a lot of people that have worked 
here on 457 visas and are now perma-
nent residents,” he says. “They came as 
nurses, doctors, mechanics, carpenters 
and equipment specialists.”

Another 13,000 Filipinos migrated 
here last year, making them the fourth-
largest migrant group, and Miguel says 
they have learnt to dust off a ribbing. 
“We are accepted as workers, but we do 
encounter attitudes about all Asians being 
‘boat people’. My workmates would tell 
me ‘You’re boat people’ and I would say 
‘No, I’m plane people. I came here by 
plane.’ Now they joke about it.”

 WHEN CORNISH convict James 
Ruse first stepped ashore in 
1788 – arguably he was the 

first immigrant in thousands of years – 
it is estimated by some that there were 
about the same number of Aborigi-
nal people and Torres Strait Islanders 
in Australia as there are today – some 
670,000, about 3 per cent of today’s 
population. Ruse, who went on to run one 
of the most successful early farms near 
Harris Park, was one of about 164,000 
convicts transported to Australia on more 
than 800 ships from the UK until 1868.

By 1850, free settlers – also mostly 
from the UK – outnumbered convicts, 

And Fred Johnson, author of 1885 book-
let Eastward Ho! An Emigrants Guide to New 
South Wales, claimed there was space for 
plenty more. “The Greater Britain is yet 
but sparsely populated; there is room 
for still more immigrants and with the 
surety of better pay, better prospects and 
far more pleasure in this life, we do not 
despair of one time seeing thousands 
upon thousands more of England’s hard-
worked sons crossing the ocean to join us 
in a new and less poverty-stricken home,” 
he wrote.

Displaying advertisements for the 
Great Northern Hotel, furniture and 
Anderson’s seeds, his booklet contains 
a world map – with a route drawn from 
England to Sydney that reads “45 days” 
– onboard menus of meat, soup and pota-
toes, and Johnson’s encouraging words: 
“I do not know of one case of dissatisfac-
tion upon arrival, among all this motley 
crowd,” he wrote. 

The “motley crowd” were mostly 
 English, Irish and Scottish. But, in the 
1850s, the exciting flash and fervour of 
the goldfields discoveries caused a rush 
by about 600,000 people to Australia 
in just a decade. Suddenly immigration 
was much more mixed and involved large 
numbers of Chinese especially – 40,000 
in Victoria by 1859. Their influence on 
places such as Bendigo and Ballarat can 
be seen in the Chinese festivals and 
museums and in the peppercorn trees 
they planted. 

Xenophobic resentment led to  
protests and riots, until restrictions 
were placed on Chinese immigration, 
extra taxes were imposed on them and, 
eventually, at Federation in 1901, the 
White Australia policy was enacted. In 
its crudest form, it allowed an immigra-
tion official to discriminate on the basis 
of ethnicity by requiring newcomers to 
pass dictation tests in the European lan-
guage the official chose. 

Migration assistance, on the other 
hand, was offered to people from  
desirable countries, such as England 
and Ireland. The combination of these  
policies meant Asian immigration to  
Australia virtually ceased for most of 
the 20th century.  

rural hubs such as Mildura in victoria, Katanning in 
Western Australia and Darwin in the northern Territory 
wear multiple flags like badges of honour.
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the family that plays together. 
Kathryn  Fogarty, left, and Margie 

 Hurley play a board game with 
sons Arden, 4, and Torin, 10, in 
their inner-west Sydney home. 
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in from the fringe. Kathryn and Margie comfort Arden 
after a bike spill. Although laws recognise same-sex couples 
in financial matters, social security and rights of partners, 
Australia has neither legalised same-sex marriage nor rec-
ognises such marriages if performed overseas. Nevertheless, 
the number of same-sex couples reported in the census has 
risen substantially – 32 per cent since 2006. The 2011 census 
counted 6300 children of such families, up from 3400 in 2001.

SyDney’S Inner WeST
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And by the early 20th century, the tide 
of migration to Australia had turned. In 
1911, only 17 per cent of Australians were 
born elsewhere and this had dwindled to 
10 per cent by 1947. 

That was a low point. Immigration 
boomed again after the end of World 
War II and the proportion of residents 
born outside Australia has steadily 
increased to 26 per cent today.

Southern Europeans such as Greeks 
and Italians had arrived from the 1880s, 
establishing key roles in cities and country 
towns – such as running oyster saloons, 
fish shops, and, later, ice-cream par-
lours and milkbars. After World War I, 
their numbers increased, as did those of  

Albanians, Maltese and Germans – 
including Jewish people fleeing Europe’s 
tsunami of Nazism.

The next major wave of immigrants 
came after WWII from refugee camps 
in Poland, Yugoslavia, the Baltic states, 
Germany and the Netherlands, at a rate 
of about 150,000 a year. And there was 
more fallout from the war – a wash of 
migrants born in southern and eastern 
Europe, fleeing poverty and communism.

As a sparsely populated nation, we 
have always depended on newcomers to 
provide hard labour as they established 
their foothold. An extreme example is 
the Kanaks – brought here to work the 
sugar plantations in the north. 

Italian immigrants provided much of 
the grunt work as our postwar prosper-
ity grew. During the two decades after 
1949, more than 350,000 arrived and 
there are now about 1 million Aussies 
of Italian origin. They were cheekily  
lampooned in John O’Grady’s self-dep-
recating 1957 classic They’re A Weird Mob. 
They cleared land, built streets, bridges, 
houses, railways and were some of the 
100,000 workers on the Snowy Moun-
tains Hydro-electric Scheme – who 
also included Australian-born, German, 
Greek, Irish, Norwegian, British, Polish 
and Yugoslav workers. 

After the bombing of Darwin in 
WWII, aware of the vulnerabilities of 

weekend retreat. Prue Barwick, 
with 3.5-month-old daughter 
Sophie Rose (above), jokes with 
Phra Nana Viriyarampo, abbott 
of Sunnataram Forest Buddhist 
Monastery in Bundanoon. He 
chats with a group of visitors 
to a family weekend Dhamma 
workshop (left). Buddhism  
represented the largest faith 
in the non-Christian religions 
group (2.5 per cent) in the 2011 
census. Reflecting the larger 
numbers of non-European 
immigrants, the proportion 
reporting a non-Christian reli-
gion grew from 900,000 to 1.5 
million between 2001 and 2011.
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0.8% Italy 

10.4% other 

4.3% Presbyterian

14.9% other

birthplace religion

76.9% Australia 

1.7% new Zealand 
9.3% england 

0.9% germany 

30.7% Anglican 

23.8% no religion 

19.7% catholic 

4.7% uniting church 

BunDAnoon, nSW
This south coast village is home to a Thai 

Buddhist retreat. By 2001 Buddhism was the 
largest non-Christian religion in Australia.
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a giant country, and fuelled by a fear of 
a Russian attack, the Australian govern-
ment promoted a policy of “populate 
or perish”, bringing in 2 million people 
from Europe in 20 years. “Write to your 
friends in Britain and Europe: tell your 
impressions of what Australia offers,” 
begged a poster issued by the Department 
of Immigration in 1956. “Lend more 
hands to the task of nation building.” 

Migrants given a financial assistance 
package would assemble briefly in places 
such as Villawood Migrant Centre in 
Sydney, Bathurst in NSW and Bonegilla, 
Victoria, where they would be assigned 
jobs and given help to “assimilate” into 
our ocker ways over a period of up to 

three months. The Bonegilla complex 
helped almost 300,000 people learn to 
speak English.

In the 1970s – partly because the 
political climate changed after the  
catastrophe of the Vietnam War – Aus-
tralians began to think that the Great 
Southern Land wasn’t just an extension 
of Great Britain, but its own country 
set in an Asian neighbourhood. As the 
White Australia policy was phased out, 
 Euro-centric migration policies changed 
and we began to develop our contempo-
rary face. In the 1970s, 90,000 refugees 
from Vietnam, Cambodia and Timor 
were welcomed.

Last year, people migrated to Australia 

from more than 150 countries. For some, 
the motivation is likely to have been the 
opportunities in the Lucky Country, for 
others, it’s a chance to flee oppressive 
regimes and turbulent political situations. 
Australia seems to represent a place of 
adventure or a fresh start. 

The manager of the National Migrant 
Statistics Unit at the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics, Jenny Dobak, says it was 
no surprise that Australia became such a 
popular new home for many Asian peo-
ple. “It’s the relative closeness of those 
countries to Australia, it’s the economic 
conditions of those countries and the 
opportunities that Australia affords,” 
she says. 

doing it tough. At the 
 Gagebrook Community Centre 
(above) volunteers, from left, 
Jane Fedczyszyn, Maryanne 
Kaine, Julie Large and Janaya 
Poulson pack food bags for 
distribution to those in need. 
Team supervisor Shane Gregory  
(left, at centre) shows how it’s 
done for work-for-the-dole 
participants Jamie Robson and 
Patrick Oktaba, as homeowner 
Bob McKenzie watches on. 
Gagebrook’s detached homes 
were mostly built in the 1970s 
for a public-housing estate, and 
the community still struggles to 
overcome its reputation.
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labourers 27.5%, community and personal  
service workers 16.7%, technicians and trade  

workers 14.4%, other 41.4% 

occupation 

0.3% Indonesia 
0.2% greece 
10.5% other 

1.5% uniting church 
0.9% other christian
22.5% other

birthplace religion

87.9% Australia 

0.3% england 
0.8% new Zealand 

33.7% no religion 

26.8% Anglican 

14.6% catholic 

top 5 
responses

gAgeBrooK, TAS
A northern suburb of Hobart,  

Gagebrook is unusual because its  
residents are overwhelmingly ‘Anglo’.
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roxBy DoWnS, SA
Created in the 1980s to support the 

giant Olympic Dam mine, the town is, 
unsurprisingly, young and wealthy.

$1463 per week

MeDIAn IncoMe

young and fancy free. Christian Van  
Leeuwen, 18, on air at Rox FM, which has 
youth programming aimed at teens. Born 
in New Zealand, he moved to Roxby with 
family who work at the mine. Although 

some residents arrived in 1988 when it was 
established, the town’s population is mostly 
transient – 57 per cent of residents did not 

live here five years ago.

technicians and trade workers 26.7%  
machinery operators and drivers 17.2%  

professionals 16.2%, other 39.9%  

rA
LP

H
 A

LP
H

o
n

So

occupation 

4702
total population



80   A u s t r a l i a n  G e o g r a p h i c J u l y – A u g u s t  2 0 1 4    81

Not surprisingly, the word “opportu-
nity” is often cited by immigrants as to 
why they come here, whether for min-
ing jobs or for education, and Jenny says 
some may not stay if those opportunities 
don’t occur. 

“We’re moving a lot more than we were 
elsewhere in history,” she says. “There 
are recent migrants and long-standing 
migrants. You can’t look at migrants as 
a homogenous group. Where they came 
from, who they are – the waves have 
been so different over the years and I 
don’t know where they’re going to come  
from next.”

Jenny says that who we are reflects 
these migration waves. “It has made us 
into a rich, culturally diverse place to live,” 
she says. “We’re very lucky.”

Her research tracks how cultural 
changes affect communities and she says 
it is important to distinguish immigrants 
who have come to Australia under the 
skilled or family reunion classification 
from the 9 per cent who have arrived 
under the humanitarian banner. 

“There are a lot of myths and miscon-
ceptions about the ‘humanitarians’,” she 
says. “Australia has about 12,000 a year 
at the moment and they’re different from 
the other migrants. Skilled migrants come 
in with high levels of English and 70 per 
cent are professionals. So skilled migrants 
are more likely to blend or assimilate.” 
Migrants given visas for humanitar-
ian reasons are more likely to struggle 
with English and have lower education  

levels. “But the humanitarian ones are 
not totally uneducated,” she says. “The 
majority of migrants that are coming in 
now are young, they’re healthy, and they 
are working.”

Iranian refugee Najeh Shada Zadeh, 
now a Harris Park resident, is one of more 
than 50,000 Iranian and Iraqi refugees 
who have arrived in the past two decades 
(see Coming home, AG 119). A seaman, he 
fled the vessel on which he was working 
in Port Hedland four years ago, after it 
was discovered he had a Bible on board. 

“When I was in Iran, no-one could be 
anything but Muslim, but I believe Jesus 
is my saviour,” he says. “I am not against 
Muslim, but I had a problem with the 
ship people because I had a Bible.” As well 
as studying English, Najeh volunteers at 
the local community centre, where a giant 
flag hangs, made up of 32 individual flags, 
including Iran’s. “Still my English is not 
well, but before it was very little,” he says. 
“I try to get better.”

 IF WE COULD DRAW the modern face 
of Australia, what would it look like? 
A high English forehead, a growing 

hint of almond-shaped eyes, perhaps the 
ancient beauty of a broad nose? Would 
our national identikit also reflect statis-
tics – hints of exotic origins in Liberia 
and Burundi, Sudan or Nigeria, the more 
obvious olive tones of Mediterranean 
skin, or Irish red hair?

The ABS recently declared that the 
average Australian was a 37-year-old 

female sales assistant of UK ancestry, 
born here and with both parents born 
here, living with a husband and two  
children, and it searched for her. It  
discovered “she” doesn’t exist. There is 
no one person who fits all the criteria. 

Instead, our collective pool of genes 
bathes Australia in its extraordinary 
cultural heritage. Tracy Sullivan, the  
director of the Australian History Museum 
at Macquarie University in Sydney, says  
we are so diverse now that even the ques-
tion, “What is an Australian?” is outdated 
and pulled out only by politicians sprui-
king patriotism in an election campaign.

“In a global world and an intercon-
nected society, that question is more 
and more political, and more and more 
irrelevant,” she says. “We are a developed 
nation surrounded by developing nations. 
We are global citizens and the issues of 
climate change, extreme poverty and the 
treatment of indigenous Australians are 
far more important.”

On Harris Park’s Wigram Street, near 
the lone surviving Lebanese pastry shop 
on the corner and among the people 
reading the Indian Link newspaper, Nitin 
and Vanada Setia echo Tracy. “When I 
was in India I cared about religion more. 
When I came here I don’t care anymore… 
to me, humanity is the biggest religion,” 
Nitin says.

“I came here just to study,” Vanada says, 
“but I loved the culture over here and I 
loved the environment. You’re free to do 
whatever you want to.” AG rA
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rIcHMonD, vIc
This inner-city Melbourne suburb has been gentrified and single professionals 
dominate. It has one of Australia’s highest proportions of single-person dwellings.
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 11,365

32.6% 
Single person
household

53.9% 
family 
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group 
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MeDIAn 
Age: 33

married: 30.5% not married or separated: 69.5%

number of households

professionals 39.5%, managers 16.3% 
clerical and administrative workers 
13.6%, other 30.6% 

occupation 

28.6% were separate houses  
28.4% were semi-detached,  
row or terrace houses, townhouses, etc. 
42.4% were flats, units or apartments  
0.5% were other dwellings

dwellings

23,814
total population

solitary refinement. Natalie Crouch, 
in her 30s, works in the accounts 

department of a large corporation 
and lives in an apartment in the 

inner-city suburb of Richmond. She is 
one of a growing number of young 

professionals who choose to live 
alone. Richmond’s architecture covers 
many styles from Victorian terraces to 

warehouse conversions and high-rises, 
and has attracted young singles. Its 

trendy cafes and shops have expanded 
to cater to its residents.


